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IOSH, Northern Ireland Branch 

AGM  

16th May 2018 

Venue Galgorm Resort and Spa 

136 Fernaghy Road, Ballymena BT42 1EA 
 

Attendees:  
 

       

Surname First Name Attended 

O’Neill Jackie ✓ 

Gilmore Emma ✓ 

McIvor Richard ✓ 

Burgess Hayley ✓ 

Lambe Richard ✓ 

Lemon Billy ✓ 

Quinn Brian ✓ 

Smith Helena ✓ 

Robinson Norita ✓ 

Gillard Jason ✓ 

Hosking Louise ✓ 

Brown Jim ✓ 

Davidson Geoff ✓ 

Donnelly Jim ✓ 

Eaton Emma ✓ 

Gregg Peter ✓ 

Kirton Caroline ✓ 

Somerville Charles ✓ 

Todd Stephen ✓ 

Collins Richard ✓ 

Archibald Derek ✓ 

Barker Wes ✓ 

Watford John ✓ 

Kirkpatrick John ✓ 

Reid Ken ✓ 

Kelly Brendan ✓ 
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1.0 Attendance and Apologies – opening address 

 
Jackie O’Neill, Branch Chair opened the meeting by welcoming attendees to the Galgorm 

Resort and Spa and thanking everyone for their attendance. Jackie provided the 

members with guidance on health and safety arrangements for the Hotel and requested 

that all mobile phones should be switched off / on silent for the duration of the meeting. 

 

The Chair went on to thank those who had travelled to attend the meeting, Louise Hosking 

(IOSH Presidential Team UK) and Norita Robinson, Network Coordinator, Dublin Office. 

 
2.0 Recording of apologies. 

 
Hayley Burgess, Branch Secretary provided a list of apologies received and requested 

any further apologies from the floor. The following apologies were received: 

 
• Victor Spence 
• Laura Gillespie 
• Jennifer Lee 
• William Finlay 

 

 
3.0 Minutes of previous AGM 17th May 2017. 

 
Hayley Burgess, Secretary provided and read a summary of the last minutes to the 

attendees at the AGM. The Secretary stated the minutes from the last AGM were on the 

branch web site for everybody to read.  The Secretary asked if everyone had viewed and 

read the minutes, and were happy they were a true and accurate account. The Chair asked 

for a proposer and seconder to approve the minutes. The minutes were agreed as 

accurate, proposed by Emma Gilmore and seconded by Wilson Lambe. 

 

The Chair stated that the minutes of the 2018 AGM would be placed on the NI  

IOSH Web site and available for all members to view. 

 
4.0 Treasurer’s Report 

 
Richard McIvor, Treasurer, provided an overview of the income and expenditure account 

for the period ending 31st March 2018. The Treasurer advised the opening balance for 

the year was £10899.67 as a surplus had been carried over from the previous financial 

year. Net spend was just under 25K. The Treasurer then went on to advise the breakdown 

of the spend, with the most significant spend being 10k for two years work to develop the 

Workplace Health and Leadership Group. The other most significant spend was £4994 

which was support for Balmoral Show in collaboration with the HSENI over the four-day 

event.  The entire IOSH committee volunteered their time to spread the important 

message of health and safety to farmers and their families.  

 

The Treasurer explained the remainder of the budget was for various events and branch 

meetings; this was followed by project costs (Collaboration with other Safety Groups and 

Like-Minded Bodies e.g. NISG, Build Health events and Regional Co-Ordinating Group 

events etc.). The branch holds approximately 6 committee and planning meetings per 

year. A number of pre-payments for 2018-2019 venues and events were also allocated 

from the budget.  

 

The Treasurer’s Report was proposed by Emma Gilmore and seconded by Brian Quinn. 
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5.0 Branch Chair’s report for 2017 
 
The Chair provided an overview of activities associated with her role since being elected 
in 2017. The role focused on developing the branch activities, enhancing collaboration 
with like-minded bodies and forging links with Agriculture, Occupational and Mental 

Health organisations.  The Chair also advised the importance and significant benefit of 
developing working relationships with external stakeholders and counterparts in other 
branches and sections locally and nationally. 

 
 The Chair continued to highlight a few special events which were held during the past 

Year.   

 

• Mind your Health – Mind Your Head – this was a very successful event where the 
Branch partnered with HSENI and Build Health in October last year.  The event 
focused on bringing comedy to men’s health. Comedian John Ryan, from Serious 
Glee delivered a comedy show that raised awareness of mental health and well-

being and proved that laughter really is the best medicine. 
 

• Continued collaboration with NISG throughout 2018-209. 
 

• The Branch’s Breakfast Meeting was held in the Wellington Park Hotel in 

December 2017 with the subject Workplace Transport, as always, this meeting 
was very popular and well attended.  

 

• The annual IPD / CPD event was held in Omagh and was very well attended. This 

year the event took a more practical approach with the Chair using her CPD record 
and plan as an example to work through with the attendees. Following the event, 
attendees had the chance to sit down with members of the committee and use 
their own iPad, laptops etc. to log on to their own IPD / CPD records and get 
practical assistance from the committee. This proved very popular and the event 
received very good feedback.  

 

• In her report, the Chair also advised of other achievements throughout the year 
 

(a) Jackie O’Neill created global links with airports and continues to 
promote Occupational Safety and Health within the Aviation Sector.  

On-going discussions are taking place with several airports.  
(b) Continued collaboration with the Farm Safety Group and HSENI. The 

Chair advised the meeting that HSENI had won overall best stand at 
the 2017 Balmoral Show from a total of 450 stands. 

(c) The Branch won a collaboration award for the work carried out by the 
Branch in association with the HSENI at the 2017 Balmoral Show.  

(d) The Branch have provided a committee member to work with the 
HSENI in developing farm safety leaflets 

(e) The Branch worked closely in partnership with the HSENI around the 
creation of the current HSENI Corporate Plan.  

(f) The Chair stated that Richard McIvor, the branch Treasurer, also holds 
the role of Chair of IOSH Ireland Regional Coordinating Committee 

 

• The Chair also highlighted how each Committee Member is responsible for 
managing a specific sector within Health and Safety such as Fire, Education, 
Sports and Tourism, Transportation, Occupational and Mental Health and 
Construction. The Chair thanked all the Committee Members for the hard work 

they had put into their specific sectors in creating awareness and forging 
relationships with key contacts within those specific sectors.  
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The Chair provided the attendees at the meeting with a draft copy of the 2018-2019 
programme. Members were asked to provide comments on venues and events and 
provide the committee with possibilities regarding new venues and events / topics they 
would like to see incorporated into the programme.  The chair stated that 2018/2019 
promises to be a busy year with additional events added. The chair also stated that a 
copy of the new calendar shall be uploaded to the web site.  

 
The idea of a new Business Card Box for referrals during meetings was discussed; 
however, guidance and confirmation would have to be sought from IOSH regarding data 
protection.  
 
In closing, the Chair went on to offer her thanks to the members for their support 

throughout the year and also thanked the members for their attendance at events in 2017-
2018.  
 
Praise was also given to Norita Robinson, the local IOSH Network’s Coordinator for her 
significant support. 

 

6.0 Workplace Health and Leadership Group 
 
Richard McIvor highlighted the progress the WPHLG since the extremely successful 
official launch in March 2018 which was held in the Titanic Hotel and attended by 325 
people.  
 

Richard advised the meeting the Group’s Strategic Plan has been issued, a copy of which 
was provided to all attendees at the meeting. Richard also advised in Northern Ireland, 
the incidence of Mental Health issues is double that of the UK.  
 
The WPHLG have also developed a relationship with INSPIRE at whose facilities the 
next WPHLG Meeting will take place.  

 

7.0 Election of members to the Branch Committee for 2018-2019 

 
No additional online nominations were received via the NI IOSH Web site, other than those from 

existing committee. Checks were completed and all found to be in good standing. 

 
None of the roles eligible for reelection were contested, nor was there more than one 
nomination for any particular role, which meant there was no requirement for ballot voting 
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8.0 Election of Principal Branch Officers for 2018 

 
Principal officers normally hold the role for one year and need to be re-elected up to a 

maximum of four years. The following committee members completed nomination  

re-election forms, which were sent to IOSH HQ and approved by IOSH HQ and Norita 

Robinson, Network Coordinator & formed the basis of branches new executive committee. 

 
Chair  Jackie O’Neill 
Vice Chair Emma Gilmore 
Treasurer Richard McIvor 
 
Hayley Burgess resigned her role as Branch Secretary. One online nomination was 

received via the NI IOSH Website from Helena Smith.  Checks were completed and all 

found to be in good standing.  As there was only one nomination for the role of Secretary, 

there was no requirement for ballot voting and Helena Smith was duly confirmed as Branch 

Secretary.   

 
The Chair stated as the forms were already proposed and seconded there was no need to 

request same from the floor.  Helena had two proposers who are standing members of IOSH. 

Greg Hamill and Anthony McKenna. The Chair welcomed Helena to the new role.  

 

The Chair also advised that the following had been agreed: - 

 

Chair  - Jackie O’Neill 

FSP & Agriculture Co-Ordinator 

 

Vice Chair – Emma Gilmore 

Education and Leisure/Tourism Co-Ordinator  

 

Treasurer – Richard McIvor 

WHLG (NI) Co-Ordinator, HCLG Co-Ordinator & Engineering/Manufacturing Co-Ordinator  

 

Committee Member – Hayley Burgess 

Fire Co-Ordinator, Food & Drink Co-Ordinator  

 

Committee Member - Wilson Lambe  

Work 2022 Co-Ordinator 

 

Committee Member – Mary Doran 

Occupational & Mental Health Co-Ordinator  

 

Committee Member – William Lemon 

Transport & Construction Co-Ordinator  

 

Committee Member - Laura Gilllespie 

Legal Co-Ordinator 

 

Network Co-Ordinator – Norita Robinson 
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9.0 Speaker – Louise Hosking, Vice President – IOSH Presidential Team  

 

Louise introduced herself and gave a very informative overview of recent updates in IOSH 

GB. Currently IOSH have 48,000 members across 42 global branches and 11,000 Volunteers 

in a wide range of sectors.  

 

Louise continued to outline IOSH’s WORK 22 – what WORK 22 is and how it will set the 

framework for shaping the future of Safety and Health.  

 

Louise discussed the free practical materials available from IOSH and the excellent resources 

that are available from the IOSH ‘No time to lose’ campaign.  

 

Louise continued to outline the IOSH Blueprint. Thousands of members have benefited from 

the IOSH Blueprint which assists members to review their current skills and knowledge whilst 

identifying gaps and the training needed to achieve their goals. Overall, the Blueprint is an 

excellent tool to assist members with identifying what they need to include within their 

Development Plans and further develop their careers as OSH Professionals.  

 

Louise then gave an overview of the Benevolent Fund which is designed to promote equality 

and diversity within the Organisation and assist members experiencing financial difficulties.  

 

Other campaigns highlighted by Louise included the Healthy Profit Campaign and a new 

initiative being developed with the Institute of Directors (IOD) 

 

Finally, Louise highlighted some important upcoming events / dates within IOSH: - 

 

1. IOSH have developed a new Occupational Health Course which should be publicised 

during June 2018. 

2. Closing date for Council Elections – 25th May 2018 

3. The annual conference will be held in September 2018 

4. IOSH have a new website coming (date TBC). 

5. IOSH Hong Kong Branch are hosting the Asia Pacific OSHO Conference in December 

2018.  

 

Louise closed her presentation by thanking the Branch for the invite and providing her contact 

details. 

 

Twitter – OSH_EHP_Louise 

 

Louise.hosking@iosh.com 

 

10.1 Speaker – Jason Gillard Mercury Fitness NI 

 

Jason Gillard is the founder of Mercury Fitness NI. Jason gave a very informative talk on the 

link between Nutrition / Diet, Physical State / Fitness and Mental Health, with the emphasis 

being on the triangle theory. Jason highlighted how Mental Health is affected by not only a 

person’s diet but also by their physical state and level of physical fitness.  
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11 Any other Business. 

 

The Chair thanked both speakers for their time and insightful talks. The Chair also emphasised the 
importance of collaborative working in the future, currently ongoing discussions are being held with 
ICE, CIPD and The IOD in the hope of arranging joint events in the future.  
 
A presentation was made to Louise Hosking.  
 
The Chair asked if there were any questions from the floor, of which there were none. 
 
Close of Meeting 
 
The Chair summarised the events of the day and thanked everybody for attending.  
The Chair also advised that attendees at the meeting could avail of the special discount being 
offered for Spa Treatments.  
 
The meeting was closed at approximately 4.00pm. 
 

 


